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INDUCTION MAGNETOMETER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority from Canadian patent

application 2,450,837, filed Nov. 25, 2003.
MICROFICHE APPENDIX
Not Applicable.
TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to magnetometers and more
particularly to induction magnetometers for airborne tran-
sient electromagnetic geophysical exploration.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Airborne Transient ElectroMagnetic (ATEM) methods for
geophysical exploration are well known in the art. Such
methods are appropriate for finding ore bodies in the ground,
especially if large areas are to be explored in remote regions

which are not easily accessible from the ground. Certain ,

types of ore bodies are highly conductive compared with
their surroundings and are therefore well suited to detection
by electromagnetic systems.

New helicopter ATEM systems provide a lower noise
platform which can be flown more slowly and at lower
altitude than fixed wing aircraft systems and hence can
gather higher resolution data. Helicopter systems have
restraints such as high flight-time costs. To control such
costs, it is advantageous to use smaller helicopters, but
smaller helicopters have limited payload capacity. Thus, it is
desirable for ATEM sensor systems to be low in weight and
sufficiently small, so as to minimize aerodynamic drag.
Induction magnetometers in such systems should also have
low noise, high sensitivity and large bandwidths.

Most of the early geophysical literature concentrates on
air cored induction magnetometers because their perfor-
mance is easier to predict. Without the flux concentrating
effects of a permeable core, these conventional induction
magnetometers tend to be awkward to work with because of
their size and weight. With the advent of new ferrites and
alloys such as MuMetal®, more development of cored
induction magnetometers has been undertaken. Cored induc-
tion magnetometers have been used in electromagnetic
interference measurements, space exploration, extremely

low frequency/very low frequency (ELF/VLF) communica- s

tions and seismo-electric geophysics exploration. Although
there is some discussion in the literature in these fields about
the related coil design, their optimization parameters usually
differ from the objectives of ATEM.

Prior work in geophysical exploration has used arrays of
magnetometers in order to speed up data gathering. Mag-
netometer arrays have also found some use at higher fre-
quencies in magnetic resonance research. Tri-axial magne-
tometer-accelerometers have been vsed as gradiometers for
sensing magnetic anomalies from a moving platform. The
type of sensors used in most of these applications are not of
the inductive type and are not suited for use in ATEM.

A basic setup of a helicopter-borne ATEM geophysical
exploration system is illustrated in FIG. 1. A helicopter 100
carries a horizontal transmitter coil 102 below the helicopter
100, and tows a pod 104 which houses an orthogonal
induction magnetometer. The transmitter coil 102 transmits
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a pulsed primary magnetic field 106. The signal of interest
is produced when the transmitter coil 102 makes the tran-
sition between the ON state to the OFF state. During this
transition, the magnetic field 106 that was applied to a
conductor such as an ore body 108 beneath the ground 110,
is changing with time and thus a current and a secondary
field 112 is created. The current in the ore body 108 usually
flows around its perimeter which forms closed contours.
After the primary field 106 is turned off, the current in the
ore body will decay over time. The decay time will be a
function of the ore body’s resistivity and inductance. For ore
bodies which are good conductors, where the resistance is
low. the current will persist for a longer time and thus the
secondary field 112 will decay slowly. The inductance is
determined by the size of the ore body, thus the larger the ore
body deposit, the longer the decay time. For poor conduc-
tors, where the resistance is high. the current will decrease
rapidly and thus the secondary field 112 will decay much
faster. This secondary field is what is measured by the
orthogonal induction magnetometer housed in the pod 104.

The system described in FIG. 1 is an example of an
induced pulse transient system wherein the primary field is
off during the measurement of the secondary field. This type
of system has an advantage over the continuous primary
field type systems because it avoids the problem of trying to
measure a very small secondary field in the presence of a
strong continuous primary field. One source of noise in such
an ATEM system is from vibration caused by the motion of
the sensors relative to the Earth’s magnetic field and the
secondary field.

For this reason, directional magnetometers are used.
These types of magnetometers only respond to flux which is
directed along their sensitive axis. By using three orthogonal
magnetometers, the orientation of the magnetic field can be
resolved, providing important information to geoscientists.
This also means that signal processing must be used in order
to remove vibration noise.

Conventional induction magnetometers (CIM) have long
been the sensor of choice for electromagnetic exploration.
The design of the CIM is based on Faraday’s law of
electromagnetic induction which states that the electromo-
tive force induced in a stationary closed circuit is propor-
tional to the product of the number of turns and the negative
rate of increase of the magnetic flux linking the circuit. A
basic example of a prior art CIM is illustrated in FIG. 2. The
CIM indicated generally at 200 consists of a permeable core
202, surrounded by a multi-turn coil 204 of orthogonal
windings. The total weight of the CIM 200 is made up of the
weight of the core 202 and the weight of the windings of the
coil 204. In an ATEM system. it is preferable to minimize the
weight and size 206, 208, 210 of the induction magnetom-
eter components. The basic CIM has several limitations. The
closely spaced orthogonally-wound windings create capaci-
tance which causes the CIM to self resonate. This resonance
limits the usable bandwidth.

In practice. CIMs are usually constructed with scramble-
wound coils in order to limit the winding capacitance. This
winding technique distributes the turns in a psendo-random
fashion. Layers are not completely filled before proceeding
to the next one. Although the spacing introduced decreases
the capacitance, it increases the length of wire required to
make the same number of turns and thus increases the
weight and the resistance of the winding.

An induction magnetometer can be made more sensitive
by increasing the magnetic flux captured by the coil and by
increasing the number of windings of the coil. Increasing the
number of windings in the coil also increases the weight of
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the coil, which is not desirable for magnetometers used for
ATEM. Increasing the magnetic flux captured by a coil can
be done by using permeable cores to concentrate the mag-
netic flux. Larger diameter cores will also capture more fiux,
but such cores will also be heavier, which is not desirable for
magnetometers used for ATEM.

Cores with higher permeability will also concentrate more
magnetic flux. Finite length permeable rod cores have non-
uniform flux along their length. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the
variation of the flux within the core 202 is caused by flux
lines 302, which do not all enter and exit from the ends of
the core. Since the inductance of a CIM is related to the
amount of flux which threads the coil, this flux variation has
a significant impact on the observed inductance and on the
induced voltage of a CIM. The inductance due to windings
around a permeable core is therefore dependant on the
location of the windings on the core. FIG. 4 illustrates a
triangular shape flux weighting function which relates the
location of a winding to the output current, and illustrates

that windings at the center of a permeable core have more 2

effect than windings near the ends of the core. Also, an
induction magnetometer having a longer permeable core
will have a higher inductance, and unfortunately, also higher
weight and longer length, neither of which are desirable for
magnetometers used for ATEM.

Calibration of conventional 3-axis induction magnetom-
eters, also known as orthogonal conventional induction
magnetometers (OCIM), usually requires the disassembly of
the OCIM. The individual CIMs are brought to a test range
where they are placed at a distance from each other. The
support for the transmitter loop and the OCIM are checked
for orthogonality and the distance between the transmitter
and the CIM is measured accurately. This must be done for
every CIM which forms the OCIM. This is labor intensive,
and time consuming, thus it is generally only done once
before every survey. If the system malfunctions during the
survey, the reliability of the data is compromised and the
survey will have to be re-flown, adding considerable cost.

Accordingly, an improved design of the induction mag-
netometer, having increased sensitivity, improved signal-to-
noise ratio and higher bandwidth, remains highly desirable.

An improved arrangement for calibration of an induction
magnetometer for airborne geophysical surveys is also
highly desirable.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an advantage of the present invention to
provide an improved induction magnetometer for use in
airborne geophysical exploration.

Another advantage of the present invention is to provide
an improved arrangement for calibration of an induction
magnetometer for airborne geophysical surveys.

Briefly. the present invention provides an improvement
over known induction magnetometers by using several
smaller diameter cores instead of a single larger diameter
core. Hach smaller diameter core has an increased length-
to-diameter ratio which increases the apparent permeability
of the cores. The reduction in core cross-sectional area is
compensated for by having multiple cores. Spreading the
coil windings over several cores, instead of just one, allows
for smaller circumference windings over the small diameter
cores resulting in less total wire length being required which
reduces noise and weight. Multiple smaller coils with fewer
windings each also reduces inductance and allows for
increased bandwidth.
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The configuration of the individual elemental induction
magnetometers in a cube arrangement allows for a very
compact package, whose symmetry and hollow aspect per-
mits the incorporation of a calibration field source in the
center of the package, thus taking up no additional space and
allowing for a permanent calibration system which is easy to
use and can be used in flight.

An embodiment of the present invention provides an
induction magnetometer array for airborne geophysical
exploration. The magnetometer array comprises a plurality
of elemental induction magnetometers. Each elemental
induction magnetometer comprises a permeable core and a
multi-turn coil surrounding at least a portion of the core. The
cores of the elemental induction magnetometers are
arranged such that their longitudinal axes are mutually
parallel and the output signals from each elemental induc-
tion magnetometer are aggregated.

Another embodiment of the present invention provides an
orthogonal induction magnetometer for airborne geophysi-
cal exploration. The orthogonal induction magnetometer
comprises a plurality of magnetometer arrays. Each magne-
tometer array comprises a plurality of elemental induction
magnetometers. Each elemental induction magnetometer
comprises a permeable core and a multi-turn coil surround-
ing at least a portion of the core. The cores of each array are
arranged such that their longitudinal axes are mutually
parallel and the output signals from the elemental induction
magnetometers are aggregated. The magnetometer arrays
are arranged in a mutually orthogonal fashion and the
longitudinal axes of the cores correspond to edges of a
rectangular parallelepiped.

Another embodiment of the present invention provides an
orthogonal induction magnetometer for airborne geophysi-
cal exploration. The magnetometer comprises a plurality of
magnetometer arrays. Each magnetometer array comprises a
plurality of elemental induction magnetometers. Each
elemental induction magnetometer comprises a permeable
core and a multi-turn coil surrounding at least a portion of
the core. The core comprises material having permeability
greater than 1000. Each core has a length-to-diameter ratio
in a range of 20 to 200. The cores of each array are arranged
such that their longitudinal axes are mutually parallel. The
output signals from the elemental induction magnetometers
are aggregated. The magnetometer arrays are arranged in a
mutually orthogonal fashion, and the longitudinal axes of
the cores correspond to edges of a rectangular parallelepi-
ped.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention provides
a method for designing an optimized induction magnetom-
eter. The method comprises steps of: (1) considering a
design of a conventional induction magnetometer compris-
ing a single permeable core having a desired weight and
desired length, with a coil surrounding a portion of the core,
the coil comprising a desired number of windings: (2)
adapting the design of the conventional induction magne-
tometer by: (a) replacing the single permeable core by a
plurality of mutually parallel permeable cores having a total
cross-sectional area substantially similar to that of the single
permeable core, and having a length substantially similar to
that of the single permeable core: (b) redistributing the
desired number of windings among said plurality of perme-
able cores.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further features and advantages of the present invention
will become apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion, taken in combination with the appended drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration showing a basic ATEM
system;

FIG. 2 is a cross-section view of a simple prior art
induction magnetometer;

FIG. 3 illustrates representative flux lines in a permeable
core;

FIG. 4 is a graph of a flux weighting function for a
permeable core of an inductor;

FIG. 5 illustrates the effects of length-to-diameter ratio on
apparent permeability of cylindrical cores:

FIG. 6 is a cross-section view of a scramble-wound
embodiment of an elemental induction magnetometer of the
present invention:

FIG. 7 is a cross-section view of a multifilar-wound
embodiment of an elemental induction magnetometer of the
present invention;

FIG. 8 is a cross-section view of a multibobbin-wound
embodiment of an elemental induction magnetometer of the
present invention:

FIG. 9 is an oblique isometric view of an embodiment of
an induction magnetometer array of the present invention;

FIG. 10 is an oblique isometric view of an embodiment of
an orthogonal induction magnetometer of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 11 is an oblique isometric view of an embodiment of
an orthogonal induction magnetometer with a calibration
source, of the present invention;

FIG. 12 is a detailed graph illustrating the impact of the
length-to-diameter ratio on the apparent permeability;

FIG. 134 is a graph illustrating the eflect of reducing the
diameter on the cross-sectional area of a permeable core:

FI1G. 135 is a graph illustrating the effect of reducing the
diameter on the apparent permeability of a permeable core;
and

FIG. 13c is a graph illustrating the eflect of reducing the
diameter on the area-permeability product of a permeable
core.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Improvements to the design of existing orthogonal induc-

tion magnetometers are constrained by certain factors. The :

ability of the core to concentrate the flux is determined by its
apparent permeability. The overall amount of flux which
passes through the winding is partially determined by the
cross-sectional area of the core. The apparent permeability
of the core is strongly influenced by its geometry. The longer
the core, the higher the length-to diameter ratio and thus the
higher the apparent permeability. In ATEM, the lengih of the
induction magnetometers used is limited by the size of the
pod in which it is to be mounted. The pod dimensions are
constrained by the payload and aerodynamic drag capacity
of the towing helicopter. The core diameter determines the
cross-sectional area of the core and the apparent permeabil-
ity of the core. A decrease in core diameter will increase the
apparent permeability of the core but will decease the area
of' the core. These parameters alone would not allow for very
successful optimization of the core since the decrease in area
usually outstrips the permeability gains.
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Variations in the diameter of the core influence the
volume of the core, and therefore its weight. Slender cores
of the same length will be lighter and will have higher
permeability than stout cores but, unfortunately. they will
also have less area. This can be compensated for however.
Because slender cores are lighter than stout cores, multiple
slender cores can replace a single stout core of the same
weight. Thus, multiple slender induction magnetometers or
“elemental induction magnetometers” (EIM) can be used to
increase the area and permeability while maintaining the
same weight as a conventional induction magnetometer. An
array of slender induction magnetometers combines high
permeability and large total area which sums up to a higher
amount of flux being channeled through the windings and
larger overall sensitivity. The induced voltages can be com-
bined in series for a higher voltage, or in parallel for higher
current.

The increase in sensitivity is not the only advantage of the
novel array of elemental induction magnetometers of the
present invention. Because the windings are distributed over
multiple elemental induction magnetometers, the overall
length of wire used in the windings is reduced and the
individual number of turns per elemental induction magne-
tometer is also reduced. Since the overall number of turns
remain constant, but the thermal noise attributed to the
winding resistance is decreased, the signal-to-noise ratio is
increased. Less wire also means less weight and thus an
array of elemental induction magnetometers can use heavier
gauge wire to reduce thermal noise even further.

Another notable advantage of distributing the windings
over multiple elemental induction magnetometers is the
decrease in inductance. The inductance of each elemental
induction magnetometer can be added algebraically. thus the
inductance grows linearly with the addition of EIMs to the
array. In comparison, the inductance of a CIM increases by
the square of the number of turns. This reduction in induc-
tance is very important because the impedance of an induc-
tion magnetometer plays a major role in the noise in the
overall instrumentation noise observed. The reduction in
inductance allows EIMs to self-resonate at a higher fre-
quency, thus increasing the usable bandwidth such that it is
not a limitation in ATEM applications.

FIG. § is a graph illustrating how length-to-diameter ratio
affects the apparent permeability of a cylindrical core made
of a permeable material having an inherent permeability.
The x-axis 502a labeled as the “TRUE Permeability, n” is in
fact the initial or inherent permeability of the material used
in the core. The y-axis 5044 on the right reveals the apparent
permeability that will be observed for the various cylindrical
cores. The family of curves 506a traced reveal the attainable
apparent permeability given a set initial permeability and the
length-to-diameter ratio of the core. The apparent perme-
ability of the core of CIM can either be geometry limited or
permeability limited. When the core of a CIM is geometry
limited, changing the core material for a core with a higher
initial permeability does not give higher apparent perme-
ability. For example, suppose that a core is made of a
material with an initial permeability of 1000 and has a
length-to-diameter ratio of 10. The graph is read by finding
1000 on the x-axis (“10°) and following the corresponding
vertical line to where it intersects the curve for m=10. The
apparent permeability of the core can be read on the y-axis
as approximately 60. If one replaces the core with a geo-
metrically identical core made of a material with an initial
permeability of 10000, the apparent permeability will still be
approximately 60.
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The core of the induction magnetometer can also be
permeability limited. For example, suppose that we have a
core with an initial permeability of 1000 and a length-to-
diameter ratio of 200; the apparent permeability will be
approximately 1000. If the same material 1s used to make a
core that has a length-to-diameter ratio of 500, the apparent
permeability will remain at approximately 1000.

FIG. 6 illustrates a cross-section view of a simplified
elemental induction magnetometer of the present invention.
The figure is not to scale, but illustrates the core 602 having
larger length-to-diameter ratio when compared with FIG. 2
illustrating a simplified conventional induction magnetom-
eter. The coil 604 is scramble-wound such that the individual
turns of wire 606 are wound in a pseudo-random pattern.
The turns of wire are wound spaced apart in order to reduce
the distributed capacitance between the individual turns.
Thus, each layer of turns is not completely filled before the
next layer is wound. Capacitance is of concern because
when combined with the inductance of the coil, it causes

self-resonance. This resonance limits the usable bandwidth 2

and therefore is vsually avoided. From experiments it was
discovered that the capacitance of the induction magnetom-
eter becomes stable once a large number of turns have been
spooled onto the core. Given the relative stability of capaci-
tance for a large number of turns, the parameter which has
the most influence on the frequency of self-resonance is the
inductance. Although the spacing introduced decreases the
capacitance, it increases the length of wire required to make
the same number of turns and thus increases the weight and
the resistance of the winding.

FIG. 7 illustrates a cross-section view of another embodi-
ment of a simplified elemental induction magnetometer of
the present invention. In this embodiment, the capacitance of
the coil 704 is reduced by using a multi-filar winding such
that two individual wires 706a, 7065 are wound on the core
702 simultaneously. The two resulting interleaved coils are
then connected in series. The vse of two wires is by way of
example only. Multi-filar windings of more than two wires
are contemplated as well.

Another possible way of reducing winding capacitance in
an elemental induction magnetometer is illustrated in the
multibobbin wound arrangement of FIG. 8 where the core
802 has a coil 804 made by winding a single winding wire
806 into multiple separate coils or bobbins 8084, 8085, 808¢
onto the core 802.

FIG. 9 is an oblique isometric view of an embodiment of
an induction magnetometer array 900 of the present inven-
tion. Instead of a single conventional induction magnetom-
eter, four elemental induction magnetometers 902a, 9025,

902¢, 902d are used. The total cross-sectional area of the :

four permeable cores 904a, 9045, 904c, 9044 compares to
that of a single-core conventional induction magnetometer.
The total number of windings on the four permeable cores
904a, 9045, 904c¢, 904d compares to the number of windings
of conventional induction magnetometer. The longitudinal
axes 906a, 9065, 906¢, 9064 of the cores 904a, 9045, 904c,
904d are mutually parallel. That is, they are all parallel to
each other. The coils 908a, 908b, 908¢c, 9084 are wound
around smaller diameter cores than a comparable conven-
tional induction magnetometer of the same or similar length
and therefore use less wire for the same total number of
windings.

When the elemental induction magnetometers 902a,
9025, 902¢, 9024 are spaced properly, their mutual induc-
tance is minimal and thus the total inductance of the induc-
tion magnetometer array is the simple algebraic sum of
inductance of the respective elemental induction magnetom-
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eters. Closer spacing causes mutual inductance and thus the
inductance is higher than would be expected by simple
algebraic sum. If the spacing is increased, the volume
needed to house the structure becomes cumbersome.

The minimum spacing to limit the mutual inductance of
the elemental induction magnetometers was found through
simulations, using Microwave Studio®. These simulations
revealed that parallel elemental induction magnetometers
should be spaced one core length from each other. The
smaller inductance for the induction magnetometer array
means that it will self resonate at higher frequencies thus
allowing larger bandwidths.

The induction magnetometer array 900 can have the
elemental induction magnetometers 902a, 9025, 902¢, 9024
arranged in a variety of configurations. They can be arranged
so that the longitudinal axes 906a. 9065, 906¢. 9064 coin-
cide, so that they are in-line, or they can be arranged so that
longitudinal axes 906a, 9065, 906¢, 9064 are in a plane. In
the preferred embodiment as illustrated in FIG. 9, each
longitudinal axis 906a, 9065, 906¢, 9064 corresponds to an
edge of a rectangular parallelepiped. This allows for the
construction of a compact three-axis orthogonal induction
magnetometer as will be described with reference to FIG.
10.

FIG. 10 is an oblique isometric view of an embodiment of
a three-axis orthogonal induction magnetometer 1000 of the
present invention. The orthogonal induction magnetometer
1000 is composed of three induction magnetometer arrays as
illustrated in FIG. 9, assembled in an orthogonal fashion.
Thus elemental induction magnetometers 1002a, 10025,
1002¢, 10024 comprise a first array oriented horizontally in
FIG. 10; elemental induction magnetometers 1002e¢, 1002/,
1002g, 1002/ comprise a second array oriented obliquely in
FIG. 10; and elemental induction magnetometers 10021,
1002/, 1002%. 1002m comprise a third array oriented verti-
cally. Each of the three arrays described are thus arranged to
have mutually orthogonal axes with respect to each other.
The longitudinal axes of the cores of the elemental induction
magnetometers 1002a, 10025, 1002¢, 10024, 1002¢, 1002/,
1002g, 10024, 1002i, 1002/, 1002k, 1002m correspond to
edges of a rectangular parallelepiped 1008. In a preferred
embodiment, the rectangular parallelepiped is a cube. This
configuration provides a very compact arrangement of mag-
netometer sensors having low mutual inductance, high sen-
sitivity, high signal-to-noise ratio, and is well suited for use
in airborne geophysical exploration using airborne transient
electromagnetic methods.

In order to calibrate an orthogonal induction magnetom-
eter, it is necessary to have a known magnetic field. The
overall performance of the orthogonal induction magnetom-
eter can be evaluated by using the arrangement of FIG. 11,
which illustrates an oblique isometric view of an embodi-
ment of a three-axis orthogonal induction magnetometer
1100 with a calibration source, of the present invention. This
embodiment is identical to the three axis orthogonal induc-
tion magnetometer 1000 of FIG. 10, with the addition of a
calibration field source 1102 adapted to generate a magnetic
field for calibrating the magnetometer 1000. In the embodi-
ment of FIG. 11, the calibration field source 1102 comprises
transmitting loops 1104a. 11045, 1104¢. Each of the trans-
mitting loops is located at the center of the parallelepiped
1008, and can be used to calibrate the elemental induction
magnetometers having parallel axes. The axis of symmetry
(horizontal in FIG. 11) of transmitting loop 1104a4. is parallel
to the longitudinal axes of the cores of the elemental
induction magnetometers 1002a, 10025, 1002¢. 1002d. The
axis of symmetry (oblique in FIG. 11) of transmitting loop
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11045 is parallel to the longitudinal axes of the cores of the
elemental induction magnetometers 1002e, 1002/, 1002g,
1002/, The axis of symmetry (vertical in FIG. 11) of
transmitting loop 1104¢ is parallel to the longitudinal axes of
the cores of the elemental induction magnetometers 10024,
1002/, 1002k, 1002m. Because the calibration field sources
(transmitting loops 1104a, 11045, 1104¢) are located sym-
metrically with respect to the magnetometers having the
same orientation, and since they are rigidly fixed with
respect to the magnetometers, they can provide an accurate
and convenient means for calibrating the orthogonal induc-
tion magnetometer. Having a known calibration reference
on-board provides an increase in the reliability of the overall
system. The addition of the calibration field source allows
for frequent calibration and system sanity checks. These
checks can even be done in flight when the system has
reached the end of a survey line and is turning around. If the
system malfunctions, it will be detected before the next line
is flown, saving a lot of time and money to the survey
company.

The calibration field source 1102 can be configured as a
sphere with the orthogonal transmitting loops 1104a, 11045,
1104¢ wound around the sphere. Other arrangements pro-
viding a magnetic field symmetric to the elemental induction
magnetometers are contemplated to fall within the scope of
the present invention.

The calibration arrangement of FIG. 11 resembles the way
in which the orthogonal induction magnetometer is to be
used. Since the frequencies in use are very low, their
wavelengths are of gigantic proportions measuring several
million meters. These long wavelengths mean that the
orthogonal induction magnetometer will be in the near field
region of both the primary field from the transmitter and the
secondary field from the conductive target. Although the
magnetic field is varying with time, it can be modeled
accurately by a static magnetic field. If the transmitter loop
and the receiver loops are coplanar and separated by at least
seven times the radius of the transmitter loop, the field
strength at a distance R is well approximated by

INA
Ty

()

where [ is the current in the loop, N is the number of turns
in the transmitter loop. A is the area of the transmitter loop,
R is the distance at which the field is to be measured. In order

to obtain accurate calibration with this method, the align- -

ment of the orthogonal induction magnetometer and the
transmitter must be perfect and the distance between the two
must be known accurately. Care should also be taken to limit
the amount of conductors and permeable materials placed in
the vicinity of the test setup since they will distort the field
and lead to improper calibration.

Given unlimited space, weight and financial means, one
could build very large CIMs such as the ones used for
micro-pulsation research at the Dallas Geomagnetic Center.
These coils allow measurements of effects of magneto-
hydrodynamic waves on low frequency (107*-10° Hz) fluc-
tuations in the Earth’s magnetic field. Unfortunately, space,
weight and budget all have limits imposed by physical
realities, such as gravity. The six foot long Mu-Metal® cores
used are much longer and heavier than could ever be
accommodated by the helicopters available. Economics play
a major role since the price of the helicopter rental consti-
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tutes a large part of the survey cost. The heavier the load, the
larger the helicopter and the greater the expense.

The shape of the core will influence the length of wire
needed to complete the number of turns, and thus the
resistance of the magnetometer, but in order to keep things
simple, a first aspect of the optimization is done only on the
variables directly related to the core. The optimization is
thus going to be concerned with the result of the Area-
Permeability product. An increase in either the area or the
permeability yields an increase in the sensitivity of the
induction magnetometer. It is important to note that mate-
rials are limited by their initial permeability. thus even if a
ferrite with initial permeability of 6500 was to have a
length-to-diameter ratio of 1000 its permeability would
never reach 300000, but would be limited to 6500.

For ATEM there are usually limits imposed on the overall
length of a CIM. For a CIM designed to meet these limits,
the only way to increase the length-to-diameter ratio is to
make the diameter smaller. FIG. 12 illustrates the impact this
has on the apparent permeability of the core. Assuming that
core length is kept constant, FIG. 135 illustrates that by
decreasing the diameter of the core the apparent permeabil-
ity increases. But FIG. 134 illustrates that the area decreases.
The impact on the area-permeability product can be seen in
FIG. 13c.

FIGS. 134, 136 and 13¢ indicate that it would seem
advantageous to increase the area of the core rather than its
length. From Faraday’s law of electromagnetic induction,
this also appears to make sense since a larger area will
enclose more flux. The disadvantage with this approach is
that by increasing the area, the weight of the core and its size
rapidly becomes a problem. It should be kept in mind that a
primary advantage of using a permeable core is to concen-
trate the Aux and make the sensor lighter and more portable
than an air cored CIM.

Coil length relative to core length affects the efficiency of
an inductive magnetometer design. A coil which is short in
comparison to the length of the core will have more flux
passing through it than if it is distributed over a longer part
of the core. This however does not guarantee the magne-
tometer with the highest signal-to-noise ratio (SNR). The
output voltage is determined by the number of turns multi-
plied by the time derivative of the flux which passes through
the winding. When a short coil is constructed around the
center of the core, and a large number of turns is required,
the radius of the turn increases rapidly. This means that more
copper is required to make the same amount of turns which
makes the winding heavier and the increased wire length
also makes the resistance higher. A higher resistance in turns
gives a higher amount of thermal noise, and thus the gains
obtained by wrapping the center of the core may not be
realized in practice. Experimental testing has shown that the
optimal distribution of the winding is between 60% and 70%
of the length of the core.

High permeability cores are generally not easily acquired.
The types of ferrites or permeable alloys that compose the
cores of induction magnetometers are not usually available
as a standard product and thus must be specially ordered
from the manufacturers. Even then, the dimensions available
are governed by physical properties of the material and the
tooling available. Even if an optimal design can be found in
theory. it may not be affordable to pursue it in practice given
the limitations of the tooling.

MNG60 is a ferrite made from iron, manganese and zinc.
This ferrite has the appearance of a dark ceramic material
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and is very brittle. The initial permeability of MNG0 is about
6500, it has a dc-volume resistivity of 200 chms-cm and it
has a density of 4.3 g/em3.

MNG60 ferrite is usually acquired in the form of rods
having a diameter of % of an inch and 8 inches long. Three
of these rods can be glued together with epoxy in order to
obtain a core measuring 24 inches. The length-to-diameter
ratio of the resulting core is therefore 38.4. The core could
be made lighter by reducing the diameter of the core,
however due to the brittle nature of the MNG6O ferrite, the
resulting induction magnetometer might be too fragile to be
used in the field. The core can be placed in a lathe equipped
with a counting mechanism and copper wire can be wound
onto the central 60% of the core. Experimental testing has
revealed that the capacitance of an induction magnetometer
so constructed increased to about 300 pF until about 1000
turns were spooled onto the core and remained relatively
constant even when up to 4000 turns were spooled onto a
ferrite sore.

The embodiment(s) of the invention described above 2

is(are) intended to be exemplary only. The scope of the
invention is therefore intended to be limited solely by the
scope of the appended claims.

We claim:

1. An induction magnetometer array suitable for airborne
geophysical exploration, said magnetometer array compris-
ing:

four elemental induction magnetometers;

each said elemental induction magnetometer comprising:

a permeable core; and
a multi-turn coil surrounding at least a portion of said
core,

wherein said cores of said elemental induction magne-

tometers are arranged such that their longitudinal axes
are mutually parallel,

wherein output signals from said multi-turn coils com-

prised in said elemental induction magnetometers are
aggregated,

wherein each said permeable core in said elemental

induction magnetometers is distinct, and

wherein each said core of said array is spaced from any

other said core of said array by at least the length of a
said core.

2. An induction magnetometer array as claimed in claim
1. wherein said longitudinal axis of each said core corre-
sponds to an edge of a parallelepiped.

3. An induction magnetometer array as claimed in claim
2. wherein said parallelepiped is a cube.

4. An induction magnetometer array for airborne geo-
physical exploration, said magnetometer array comprising:

a plurality of elemental induction magnetometers:

each said elemental induction magnetometer comprising:

a permeable core; and
a multi-turn coil surrounding at least a portion of said
core,

wherein said cores of said elemental induction magne-

tometers are arranged such that their longitudinal axes
are mutually parallel,

wherein output signals from said elemental induction

magnetometers are aggregated,

wherein each said core of said array is spaced from any

other said core of said array by at least the length of a
said core,

wherein said multi-turn coil covers the central 60% to

80% of the core length, and

wherein said multi-turn coil comprises multi-bobbin

windings.

n

10

30

40

o
o

60

12

5. An orthogonal induction magnetometer for airborne
geophysical exploration, said orthogonal induction magne-
tometer comprising;

a plurality of magnetometer, said magnetometer array

comprising:

a plurality of elemental induction magnetometers:

each said elemental induction magnetometer compris-
ing:
a permeable core; and
a multi-turn coil surrounding at least a portion of said

core.,

wherein said cores of said elemental induction magne-
tometers are arranged such that their longitudinal
axes are mutually parallel. and

wherein output signals from said elemental induction
magnetometers are aggregated;

said magnetometer arrays arranged to have mutually

orthogonal longitudinal axes:

wherein said orthogonal induction magnetometer com-

prises three said arrays;

wherein said longitudinal axes of said cores correspond to

edges of a rectangular parallelepiped;

wherein said rectangular parallelepiped is a cube:

said induction magnetometer further comprising a cali-

bration field source,

wherein said calibration field source is located within the

boundaries of said rectangular parallelepiped. and

said calibration field source is adapted to generate a

magnetic field for calibrating at least one of said
magnetometer arrays.

6. An orthogonal induction magnetometer as claimed in
claim 5, wherein said calibration field source is located at the
center of said rectangular parallelepiped.

7. An induction magnetometer as claimed in claim 6,
wherein said calibration field source comprises a plurality of
mutually orthogonal windings, and

each said winding is adapted to generate a magnetic field

for calibrating one of said magnetometer arrays.

8. An orthogonal induction magnetometer as claimed in
claim 7, wherein said mutually orthogonal windings are
surrounding a spherical volume.

9. An orthogonal induction magnetometer for airborne
geophysical exploration, said orthogonal induction magne-
tometer comprising a plurality of magnetometer arrays, each
said magnetometer array comprising:

a plurality of elemental induction magnetometers,

each said elemental induction magnetometer comprising:

a permeable core; and
a multi-turn coil surrounding at least a portion of said
core,

wherein said cores of each said array are arranged such

that their longitudinal axes are mutually parallel, and
output signals from said elemental induction magnetom-
eters are aggregated. and

wherein said magnetometer arrays are arranged in a

mutvally orthogonal fashion, and

said longitudinal axes of said cores correspond to edges of

a rectangular parallelepiped,

said orthogonal induction magnetometer further compris-

ing a calibration field source,

wherein said calibration field source is located within the

boundaries of said rectangular parallelepiped.
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